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As a result of the Acoion Derocrtica~inspired walkout of 17 Jonuary 1949,

one of the mafor oil companies affected in the east shore arca made a survey
of labor eonduct during that period on an individual worker basis, Statisties
proved conclusively that the strilke waa rendered ineffactive and ultinately
broken as a rvesult of nonsupport on the part of the Corrnmists and firmness on
the part of the militaxry.

In such Sommunist stronpholds as Bachaquero and Mene Grande, there was little
or no work stoppare, whilé in Aceion Demoeratics sectors, particularly Cabimas

‘and Tia Juana, it was the Comrunists who refused to wallk out, or were the first

to retur to work. It was reliably remorted that in tho oil fields of eastern
Venesuela, when news of the lake  aracalho strike broke, the military wroephly
arrested all AD lcaders and agltators end went g0 far ag %o demitize and arm
cortain lmown Corrunists to mnintain ordor and avold worlk stoppapes in thet area.

Corrunist leadership in Marncoiboe since the 2/, Hovenmber 1943 revolution has

baen shrewd. Communists have refrained fror overt agitahion and acts which

would projudice them with the eomnanies and governmont, and as a result have not
been outlawed nor restricted in their astivities other than being subjected

to ecortain limitatlons which were genorally app’icablo as a roenlt of the
temporary suspension of constitutional marantees. As of the nonent, there is

no other political body sponsoring labor in that area. 4s g consequence, in

any fair electlon, which has been runranteed by the incumbent military government,
the Corrmnists wonld stand to gain as a result of labor and Acclon Democrtieca
support.

While the Aeeion Democratica Party has besn officially outlawed, the labor
syndicotes that formerly belonged to 1t in the laracaibo area are still orpanized
but with no apparent political affiliation as of the moment. Those groups,
howover, arc sceningly loyal to their former politieal counections and thors is
evidence of unrest among them in the Lake Yaracalbo area. Despite the rsturn to
wor's, muffled rumblinge of discontent and talk of future strikes and trouble
continmie, The great bulk of the oil workers in the State of Zulla were members
of the Acelon Demoeratiecs Party.

The second contributing "actor to the sestlenent of the abortive lecclon Neroe
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6. Captain Games Caleano, in charge of the East lako military establishrent,

- ghares the viewe of his superior,* Lieut, Colonel Roberto Casanova, that it is
incumbent upon the military, in the intereat of the country and the prestige
of the Army, to shoot down laborers in the even?’ of another illegal oil strike,
This ‘eovld be somewhat alarming in view of the nsychology of a larpge sector
of the laboring class in the Maracaibo oil fields, When a strike is called
legally, or even illepgally, as was the case in the 17 January walkout, a great
many of the workers, no matter how unsympathetic or even opposed they may be,
will remain away from their jobs wntil the trouble is over either as a result of
fesr or intimidation. This can givo a strike the appesarance of being mich
better organized end supnorted than it really is.
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